London: Butterworths 'First aid' is defined in this book as 'assistance rendered before definite treatment can be carried out'. It is an unfortunate fact that medical men have tended to regard first aid as the province of the amateur; the subject has consequently often been poorly taught in medical schools. This volume refutes this point of view and develops the concepts of 'advanced first aid' and 'emergency medical care' -that is, that additional expertise in the emergency situation which a trained physician is able to command by reason of his professional training. This development has been further underlined by the change of title in this the 7th edition, from 'First Aid' to 'Emergency Care'.
The editors have recruited a galaxy of American surgical and medical talent and have succeeded in producing a practical, readable andcomprehensive volume which is remarkably free from overlap and contradiction when the number of contributors is considered.
The twenty-six chapters deal competently with the subject and include interesting contributions on civil and military organization and administration, as well as the emergency diagnosis and treatment of acute medical and surgical conditions of almost every organ and system of the body. The book should prove to be essential reading for all medical practitioners, irrespective of their specialty, as well as for senior first aid workers, and will be a useful reference work for casualty departments.
The book is nicely bound with an artistically distinctive permanent cover and the price is not unreasonable when the variety and value of the contents are considered. There is no bibliography one is scarcely requiredbut the index is adequate. The only common emergencies which do not appear to have been considered are childbirth and abortion; perhaps we may expect a contribution on obstetric and gynaecological emergency care in the next edition. This book describes Mrs Naidoo's study of two groups of boys, mainly middle-class, all of normal intelligence and without overt signs of emotional disturbance, who were showing serious back-wardness in reading and spelling. The handicapped children were compared with control groups of boys of similar age and social class. The study demonstrates that retarded readers and spellers, defined in this way, are different from controls over a wide range of variables, including language development, articulation, right-left discrimination, sound blending, and degree of motor-impairment. A cluster analysis failed to reveal any very definite subtype of specific reading problem amongst the retarded boys.
The investigation was obviously carried out with great thoroughness and the author presents her data clearly. The children studied were, of course, a highly selected group, for it is well known that backward readers contain a high proportion of disturbed children, and that they are by no means drawn entirely from the middle class. However, the similarity of Mrs Naidoo's findings with those obtained in numerous general population studies is rather striking. Socially privileged reading-retarded children are, it seems, very similar to specifically backward readers in the general population. This suggests that constitutional factors may indeed be responsible for a high proportion of specific reading problems, and that where emotional disturbance occurs it is likely in many cases, though not in all, to be a secondary development. P J GRAHAM Pathology edited by W A D Anderson MA MD FACP FCAP 6th ed 2 vols £13.25 pp xii+ 1862+39 illustrated St Louis: C VMosby 1971 London: Henry Kimpton Anderson's 'Pathology' was first published 24 years ago and is still going strong. This edition, like its five predecessors, is remarkably comprehensive and up to date. It is about one-eighth bulkier than in 1966, has 45 contributors, many of them new, and a much revised text. The chapters on general pathology include excellent accounts of the pathology of bacterial diseases, rickettsial and viral diseases, fungal diseases, parasitic infections and of drug and chemical injury. The writing throughout the two volumes is succinct and the data encyclopedic. It is certainly convenient to be able to look up one book for a classification or definition or illustrated description of both common and rare or exotic pathological conditions together with references to the literature. One is rarely disappointed. The editor and his contributors have selected established findings in the advancing contributions of immunopathology and electron microscopy and have tended to avoid or censor speculations and controversy. Facts and as little
